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A FEW WORDS FROM BLAIR
As the leading water/
wastewater contractor 
throughout the US and UK, 
we have worked on plenty of 
wastewater and reclamation 
facilities throughout the 
years.  I’m here to tell 
you the global industry 
and MWH Constructors is 
seeing a change as many 
waste treatment facilities are 
becoming energy-factories 
– creating energy to power 
themselves as well as adding 
power to the grid.  

In today’s global economy, 
finding better and more 
improved methods to save cost 
has been a challenge. With that in mind, we 
have seen the need for power generation from 
power wastewater treatment plants become a 
mandatory requirement to meet rate payer’s 
goal of lower costs.

This newsletter is dedicated to highlighting our 
energy-from-waste treatment plant design and 
construction on projects around the world. I 
hope you enjoy it!

See you on the job site!

Blair Lavoie, PE 
President, MWH Constructors
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The $50 million North Davis Biosolids Expansion 
Project, located in Syracuse, UT, was recently 
completed.  MWH Constructors, the general 
contractor, along with the design team celebrated its 
success with the North Davis Sewer District (District). 
The upgraded facilities consistently removes more 
than 95% of pollutants from its wastewater flow 
before it is released into the Great Salt Lake, while 
generating energy and providing treatment capacity 
through the year 2035. 

Along with a new primary sludge thickening facility, 
dewatering process expansion, and upgrades to the 
secondary digesters, a key component of this project 
is a new cogeneration facility. The new cogeneration 
facility incorporates two new 1.1 mega-watt Cummins 
engines, running on digested gas, to produce plant 
power for paralleling with utility power. 

This project included installing new 480v paralleling 
engine switchgear stepped up through a 480v-15kV 
substation transformer to sync with the existing 
15kV utility power, designing and installing new 
Basler sync-check relays and associated Potential 
Transformers to allow for the new 15kV Cogeneration 
feeder to safely close against incoming utility power 
while under engine load. 

New load shed and load 
share schemes were 
also implemented by 
utilizing Woodward DSLC 
and MSLC process 
control components in 
conjunction with Crompton 
synchrometers and a new 
A-B Programmable Logic 
Controller dedicated to the 
paralleling and load sharing 

functions of the plant’s multiple power sources. As 
waste moves through the District’s cogeneration 
facility, methane gas is harnessed then used to 
power the electrical generators thanks to the highly 
efficient biosolids process design. The plant then 
generates 100% of its process heating needs and 
65% of its total energy needs with this energy. 

In the end, the plant can fuel and heat itself with 
renewable resources, thereby reducing the amount 
of power it requires from outside power companies. 
This represents anywhere from $35,000 to $40,000 
a month in electricity. The District is thrilled to be able 
to power much of their facility which results in a huge 
cost savings. 

U.S. Operations
Biosolids Expansion Project
                Creates 65% of its Energy Needs



Lake Oswego Water Treatment 
Plant Approaches Final Stage of 
Construction
The Lake Oswego Water Treatment Plant (WTP) 
project sits on a nine acre site and has a current 
capacity of 38 mgd (upgraded from 16 mgd). The plant 
supplies clean water to 100,000 customers in Tigard, 
Lake Oswego and is an emergency backup to West 
Linn. Construction for the plant started in August 2013. 
Completion is set for spring 2017, with the new ozone 
system being placed online in early 2017.  

The plant must stay fully operational during 
construction. In order to do that, the plant contract 
was split into three key phases. By July 1, 2016, 
the new system was online and the new filters at 
the treatment plant began supplying water to both 
Lake Oswego and Tigard communities, using the 
new network of pipes, reservoirs and pump stations 
constructed by multiple contractors. 

Sustainability was a focus in the design and 
construction process. A few examples include: 
Concrete from old filters recycled and used as fill, 

solar panels, sand pumps that recycle sand from 
the ballasted flocculation process, garden roofs and 
on-site swales and ponds. Due to the project sites 
proximity to seismic zones, the project was designed 
for seismic resiliency. Critical treatment facilities, 
structures and pipelines at the plant are supported by 
1,150 deep reinforced concrete piles and has a fully 
redundant electrical supply from PGE. 

The water treatment plant is in its final stage of 
construction, which includes demolition of the 
administration building, constructing the new ozone 
system and final site improvements and landscaping. 
The plant was designed and constructed to last over 
75 years.

Lake Oswego Water Treatment Plant
LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON

4
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Hi-Desert Water District Awards 
Contract to MWH Constructors
MWH Constructors was recently awarded a 
construction management services contract for 
the Hi-Desert Water District’s (District) Wastewater 
Reclamation Project Phase I. MWH Constructors 
will provide bid assistance, full service construction 
management services and post-construction services 
including a final construction summary report. 

The District has 
provided drinking 
water service to 
the Town of Yucca 
Valley and portions 

of the unincorporated 
area of San Bernardino County, CA since 1962. The 
District’s primary water source to serve its 24,000 
residents is groundwater from the Warren Sub-basin 
of the Morongo Groundwater Basin. The ground 
water levels were decreasing and in 1995, the District 
implemented an artificial recharge program; however, 
nitrate concentrations in some wells also increased 
exceeding the Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) maximum contaminant level. The reported 
primary cause of the nitrate pollution was septic tank 
effluent from households, commercial, and industrial 
facilities.

The Regional Board adopted a resolution identifying 
the Town of Yucca Valley as a top priority for eliminating 
the use of septic systems. The Amendment imposed 
a septic tank prohibition on new and existing septic 
systems which takes effect on specific dates following 
a three phased approach. Phase I has a completion 
date of December 31, 2021. Phases II and III’s 
compliance deadline is the combined date of June 30, 
2025. Following the Prohibition dates, property owners 
will be required to cease discharging waste through 
their septic system.

The resolution provides a solution that is a 
comprehensive, community-wide approach toward 
meeting EPA requirements and protecting the 
community’s groundwater resources for generations 
to come. Upon completion, the project will collect 
residential and commercial wastewater discharges 

and apply a level of treatment that is suitable for 
discharging back into the District’s aquifer for future 
extraction.

MWH Constructors Successfully 
Completes Wastewater System 
Rehabilitation Refreshments 
Dunedin Facility 
The Waste Water System Rehabilitation Project, 
located in Dunedin, Florida has been an exceptional 
example of the design-build project delivery method 
for fulfilling a client’s need to comply with a tightly 
scheduled consent order.

The estimating team was able to initiate preliminary 
design parameters, develop the project budget, and 
incorporate value engineering ideas within three 
months. Subsequently the construction team, in the 
following eight months, completed the $10.4 million 
process equipment procurement and construction 
project to enable the client to timely meet their new 
FDEP St John’s Bay water discharge requirements.

The estimating team was able to avoid contending with 
an existing ground water arsenic plume by relocating 
the preliminary plant location and installing a perimeter 
ring of stone piles to allow the utilization of an existing 
clarifier foundation as a base for the new Aeration Tank. 
Also, a ring-steel Aeration Tank was constructed in lieu 
of a traditional cast in place structure and GE Zenon 
preassembled MBR modules were utilized to minimize 
construction time.

The construction team worked an accelerated seven 
day work week schedule throughout most of the 
project to overcome building permit delays, four 
weeks of lost time due to unseasonal rain in July and 
August, and ongoing design improvement changes.

The project reached substantial completion with zero 
safety incidents, within budget and on time, and was 
awarded an MWH Constructors 2016 President’s 
Award.

®
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Addressing the Demand for 
Energy in an Environmentally 
Responsible Manner
The MWH Treatment (MWHT and Black & Veatch joint 
venture (JV), MBV Energy Recovery, are constructing 
an $122 million waste-to-energy project in Cheshire, 
UK. The renewable energy plant, developed by CoGen 
UK, at Ince Park Resource Recovery Centre will export 
21.5 MW (megawatts) of clean, affordable power, 
utilising over 150,000 tons of wood waste that would 
otherwise go to landfill.

MBV Energy Recovery, a 50:50 JV is delivering the 
Ince plant on an engineer, procure, construct (EPC) 
basis. The UK market for small-scale, waste-to-energy 
plants is strong; 

Rolfe Nuttall, MWH Treatment Managing Director, 
commented, “The JV is a hugely exciting collaboration 
between two complementary waste-to-energy 
organisations. It brings a broad dynamic together with 
experienced resources and a significant combined 
strength. This will enable us to satisfy a broad 
spectrum of market demands, and deliver projects that 
contribute to the UK’s renewable energy objectives as 
part of the future energy mix.”

The JV’s gasification projects will help address 
demand for energy in the UK in an environmentally 
responsible manner using waste wood, or other 
refuse-derived fuels. The work will also help meet the 
UK’s landfill diversion and carbon reduction objectives. 
The project is set for completion in March 2018.

U.K. Operations
Ince Park Bio Power Resource                    
                                       Recovery Center

®
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Water and Water Recycling 
Treatment to Serve Over 6 
Million People
The Anglian Water @one Alliance is a collaborative 
organisation of consultants and contractors working 
together to deliver more than half of Anglian Water’s 
capital investment program. 

The Anglian Water @one Alliance will design and build 
around 800 schemes worth approximately $1.5 billion 
between April 2015 and March 2020, known as AMP6 
– the current five year investment period, working 
closely with Anglian Water operations teams and other 
key stakeholders. 

The alliance, consisting of Anglian Water, MWH 
Treatment, Balfour Beatty, Barhale, Grontmij, MMB 
and Skanska will design and construct water and 
water recycling (waste water) treatment centres 
that serve more than six million people in the East 

of England (and Hartlepool Water) and maintain and 
improve the water mains and the sewerage network 
in the region. The first Water Treatment Works (WTW) 
project for AMP6 is the Semer WTW. The new Semer 
WTW emerged from an emergency situation as 
a result of a turbidity failure from a single source 
borehole (BH3) supplying the old Semer WTW. 

As a consequence the scheme was split to address 
the emergency to meet peak summer demand 
in 2015, and the urgent need to construct and 
commission a new works capable of treating the 
water quality from a newly drilled borehole (BH4) 
allowing the existing BH3 to be taken offline for 
rehabilitation. 

The WTW was successfully commissioned in July 
2016. Work now continues to refurbish the old 
borehole and complete final commissioning into 
supply to permit blending of the boreholes and finally 
rehabilitate BH3.

7 The Anglian Water
@ one ALLIANCE
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MWH Treatment Begins Onsite 
Work at Minworth Thermal 
Hydrolysis Plant
MWH Treatment is currently working with Severn 
Trent to design and construct the Minworth Thermal 
Hydrolysis Plant (THP) valued at $45.8 million.

MWH Treatment was selected following an Early 
Contractor Engagement (ECI) contract and extensive 
negotiations due to previous experience with THP 
technology and site knowledge. The Minworth THP 
will process 250 tons of sludge per day making it one 
of the largest installations in the UK. It will provide 
significant benefits such as increased biogas yield 
and enhanced product (pathogen free sludge cake), 
generating revenue and reducing Opex. It will also 
reduce STW’s carbon footprint, improve dewaterability 
of sludge cake, and eliminate pollution risk from the 
existing Coleshill sludge main. The plant will consist of 
three streams of Cambi B6(4) THP modules.

The Team has been mobilised and began work onsite 
in August 2016. The emphasis will be on design 
for manufacture and assembly (DfMA) with all 
major process units being pre-assembled in factory 
conditions to minimise site works. The complex 
interfaces will be managed using BIM 3D modelling 
and the pipework installation into the digester galleries, 
which are confined spaces, will be optimised using 
laser scanning and 4D digital rehearsals. Construction 
completion is scheduled for October 2017 followed by a 
long commissioning period to convert the 12 digesters 
to hydrolysed sludge. Finally there are performance and 
reliability tests with handover forecast for Jan 2019.

Innovative treatment of sewage 
sludge to generate green energy
Seafield uses a thermal hydrolysis (TH) process to treat 
sewage from Edinburgh and surrounding areas. This 
is an innovative way of treating sewage sludge while 
generating green energy to help power the works. The 
plant produces sludge which can then be used as a 
fertilizer. Less solid matter will remain after the sludge 
is treated; meaning around 30% less sludge will need 
to be transported off site.

MWH Treatment was engaged to design, supply, 
construct and commission the TH process to pre-treat 
raw primary, secondary and imported sludge prior 
to the existing anaerobic digestion process and to 
incorporate TH into the existing site

The process will pasteurize leftover solids from 
wastewater treatment, which includes diverting 
the indigenous sludge to the new pre-thickening 
centrifuges. From the centrifuges the thickened 
sludge will be transferred to a buffer silo. In order to 
reduce the steam consumption during the thermal 
hydrolysis process the sludge is cooled via a pair of 
heat exchanges.

®
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MWH Treatment Teams Take on Three 
Peaks Challenge for Charity
Massive congratulations to the 50 MWH Treatment 
staff, suppliers and joint venture partners who, along 
with their friends and family, took on the Yorkshire 
Three Peaks Challenge on Saturday, June 25th, 
traveling a total distance of 1,250 miles and raising 
over $3,423 for charity.

It was an amazing start to the day with the enthusiastic 
walkers and runners meeting in the bustling, quaint 
Yorkshire village of Horton in Riddlesdale. Horton in 
Ribblesdale is the traditional start and end point for the 
Three Peaks Challenge. Long-distance footpaths pass 
through the village, past St. Oswald, a Grade I listed 
Norman village church, and along the meandering beck 
and dry stone walls to begin the ascent to the summit 
of Pen-Y-Gent.

The teams had a steady start to the challenge, 
enjoying the scenery as they hiked 694 meters up 
Pen-Y-Gent, before venturing down the long stony 
paths and wooden stiles making their way over to the 
Ribblehead Viaduct.

A quick pit stop after 10 miles and it was soon time 
to tackle the steep, meandering path to reach the 
summit of Whernside. Standing tall at 736 meters 
high, Whernside is second and the tallest of the three 
peaks and offers incomparable views of the Yorkshire 
Dales and the Riddlehead Viaduct. With 19.5 miles 
completed, the participants faced their final peak―
Ingleborough. At 724 meters high, Ingleborough is not 
the tallest but is certainly the steepest of the three 
peaks. With three peaks to climb in under 12 hours, it 
was soon time to begin the descent and make their 
way to Horton railway station and back to the village 
of Horton in Ribblesdale.

With good weather on their side, the teams enjoyed 
a barbeque and gave toasts. Satisfying their hunger 
all agreed that there was nothing like a long hike to 
work up an appetite and that there was nothing like 
using our walking running and fundraising capabilities 
to do something worthwhile for a good cause.

The money raised will go toward assisting Armed 
Forces personnel and their families who make many 
sacrifices in serving their country. The money will be 
divided between two selected armed forces charities 
— Home4Hereos and Combat Stress.

®

OUTREACH
Community



10

Giving Back – Reaching Out to Our Local 
Communities
Over the summer, our project sites and offices around 
the country were challenged to participate in a “Give 
Back to the Community” wellness outreach event. 
More than eight project sites and offices hosted or 
participated in an outreach event that would better 
their community and give back to those less fortunate. 

A huge thank you goes out to all who participated in 
helping with our goal of Building a Better World. Here 
are a few highlights from this summer’s activities:

Muddy Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
Winston-Salem, NC
The Muddy Creek 
team facilitated 
a backpack drive 
where they 
sponsored 30 
school aged kids. 
The team went 
shopping and filled each backpack 
with the necessary school supplies. One of their 
Vendors even got involved and donated a backpack 
full of supplies. The filled backpacks were donated to 
families who could not normally afford to get all the 
necessary items for their kids.

Fort Polk North and South Fort Wastewater 
Treatment Plants Project, Fort Polk, LA

On Saturday, August 
27, employees 
from the North and 
South Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
project assembled 
a playground for the 

Hope House of Central Louisiana. This 
event was held in Alexandria, LA. Hope House of 
Central Louisiana provides safe transitional housing 
and essential services to homeless woman and their 
children, empowering them to independence. 

Stewart Creek West Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, Frisco, TX
The project team held a canned food drive in July. All 
employees on the project participated and helped fill 
the large box full of food for those in need. 

Palm Beach County WTP No. 2 Filter 
Replacement Project, Palm Beach, FL
The Palm Beach project 
team donated food to 
the local food bank which 
assists families in the local 
area in need of food. The 
team was really excited to 
take on this challenge and serve 
their community. 

Office in Grapevine, TX 
The Dallas office conducted a month long food drive 
for the Grace Food Pantry located in Grapevine, Texas. 
All employees participated and they were able to make 
an abundant donation at the end of the month. 

Cary/Apex Water 
Treatment Facility Phase 
II Expansion, Cary, NC
On June 27th, the project 
team volunteered at the 
Apex Nature Park spreading 
out mulch as the town was hauling it into the woods. 
After spreading mulch, they enjoyed the rest of the 
afternoon by cooking out. 

Bachman Water Treatment Plant Water Quality 
Improvements Project, Dallas, TX
The Bachman team engaged in a food drive that 
benefited the North Texas Food Bank. All employees 
participated and it resulted in a large donation that will 
go to local families in need.  

Corporate Office in Broomfield, CO
The Broomfield 
office participated 
in the Community 
Food Share (CFS) 
“Compete to Beat 
Hunger” Corporate 
Social Responsibility 
in Action campaign in May. In 2015, CFS provided 
more than 8 million meals to Boulder and Broomfield 
counties. Multiple office events were hosted to raise 
funds, collect canned goods and pantry staples as well 
as basic health and beauty essentials. 

All project and office locations were excited to be able 
to give back to their communities!

®
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ROSPA GOLD Six Times a Winner 
MWH Treatment was 
presented with its 
sixth consecutive 
Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents 
(RoSPA) Gold award 
during a ceremony at 
the Hilton Birmingham 
Metropole hotel, on July 
14, an event that also 
marked the celebration 
of RoSPA’s diamond 
anniversary. We are 
extremely pleased 
with the continuous 

improvement we are seeing in respect of health and 
safety awareness, focus and care. Clearly this will have 
contributed to our award.

Julia Small, RoSPA’s head of awards and events, 
said: “To win an award at such a highly-regarded 
event as the RoSPA Awards is a great achievement 
for our winners. It recognizes their commitment to 
maintaining an excellent health and safety record and 
raises the bar for other organizations to aspire to. We 
offer them our congratulations.”

RoSPA is a British charity which aims to save lives and 
prevent life-changing injuries which occur as a result of 
accidents.

Considerate Constructor’s National Site 
Gold Award for Hulland Ward
Congratulations to the Hulland Ward team, for being 
recognized as one of the top performing construction 
sites in UK by the Considerate Constructors Scheme.  
The National Site Awards took place at the Lowry 
on April 14th. Where the team was awarded with 
the prestigious Gold award in recognition of their 
achievements in raising awareness for considerate 
construction and improving the image of the 
construction industry.  

The team should be proud for their hard work and 
dedication to performance excellence over the last 
18 months. Under the leadership of Adrian Woods, 
site manager, and Mark Slatcher, project manager, 
they achieved some of the highest scores in the UK 
construction industry, placing them in the top 7.5 
percent. 

®

RECOGNITION
Awards &
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The standard of presentation and organization of this 
site was described by the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme monitor as being of “industry leading 
standard throughout”. This was matched by first-class 
community interaction, with almost 70 individual 
compliments recorded.

North Davis Biosolids Expansion Project 
Wins ENR Mountains States Award
Engineering-News Record (ENR) Mountain States 
recently announced that the North Davis Biosolids 
Expansion Project was awarded the 2016 Best Project 
Award in the category of Water/Environment. The 
competition spans across the nine-state region, which 
includes Utah, Idaho, Montana, Colorado, Wyoming, 
Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota.

A panel of 12 judges from all areas of the industry 
elected winners in each of categories. The winners will 
be honored at an awards ceremony in October and will 
be featured in the ENR Mountain States publication. 
Due to being deemed best in category, the North 
Davis Biosolids Expansion Project will automatically 
compete in the Best of the Best Projects 2016, a 
national juried competition appearing in ENR.

MWH Constructors served as the general contractor 
on the $50 million expansion project in Syracuse, UT. 
The newly upgraded facilities consistently removes 
more than 95% of pollutants from its wastewater flow 
before it is released into the Great Salt Lake, while 
generating 65% of its energy and providing treatment 
capacity through the year 2035.

Outstanding Results for the MWH 
Treatment Team at Bamford Water 
Treatment Works
The team at Bamford Water Treatment Works recently 
scored 100 percent by Achilles Verify, the online 
community that monitors the supply chain risk and 
compliance with EU regulations within the utilities 
sector.

The site, owned by Severn Trent Water situated 
in the Peak District, is Severn Trent’s third largest 
treatment works and supply’s drinking water to Derby, 
Nottingham and Leicester. The site team excelled 
as they demonstrated their capabilities under the 
stringent eye of the auditor who gave the perfect 
score in all aspects of: 

• Health and Safety 
• Corporate Social Responsibility 
• Environment 
• Quality

Achieving a perfect score is an outstanding result and 
a great achievement for the site manager and the 
Bamford team. These are the best site results in the 
history of Achilles audits, proving that hard-work and 
dedication really do pay off.

In his report, the auditor wrote, “I am very impressed 
with what I saw today. It’s not often companies 
manage to tick all the boxes, so everyone at 
Bamford should be really proud of what they have 
accomplished.”

Congratulations to Adrian Woods, Mark Vaughan, 
Michael Heathcote, Ben Bailey and the team on such 
an outstanding achievement.
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Casey Graham Promoted to New Role as Field Operations Manager
Casey Graham has 22 years of experience managing a wide range of heavy civil construction 
projects including waste water treatment plants, industrial bridges, docks, deep foundation and 
underwater concrete work. Casey has managed project operations as a superintendent, general 

superintendent, construction manager and project manager. Casey’s expertise includes extensive marine and sub-
Artic construction with a focus on concrete, pile driving and bridgework.  

Casey joined MWH Constructors three years ago as assistant project manager on our Clark County project in Las 
Vegas. He was recently promoted the roll of corporate field operations manager.  Casey’s depth of heavy civil 
construction experience and hands on knowledge, has prepared him to support each of our projects as they strive 
to deliver operational excellence.  

In this new role, Casey will support individual projects nationally by providing project and work plan reviews and 
follow up support. He will align corporate support resources for individual projects, and promote company culture 
and procedures regarding project execution, safety and our people.    

Ted Michaelidis is a Proven Leader at MWH Constructors
Ted Michaelidis is a project manager at MWH Constructors with more than 14 years of professional 
experience in the construction of water and wastewater treatment plants and other heavy civil 
projects.  Ted is a leader throughout the water and wastewater industry with proven and exemplary 

track performance on delivering difficult projects. 

He has managed more than $550 million in construction projects throughout his career. Ted is currently managing 
the $65 million North and South Fort Wastewater Treatment Plants Project in Fort Polk, LA.  He leads and 
coordinates a reduced team of field engineers, project engineers, construction managers and superintendents on 
site. Ted encourages his team to strive for excellence with the same goal in mind – put safety first and complete a 
quality project that will benefit their community. 

While working on different project sites around the country, Ted has remained dedicated to working towards 
building better communities by taking care of those less fortunate. He volunteers on his own time as well as 
encourages his project teams to volunteer together.

Meet Steve Brook, MIChemE, LLM, MBA – UK Risk Manager
Steve Brook began his career with MWH Treatment a little over a year ago, bringing with him over 
26 years of experience in the effluent, water and waste industries, in municipal and industrial 
markets. He has engineering, business and legal qualifications.

Steve is responsible for the control and mitigation of risk in the UK. Steve’s key areas include negotiating contract 
terms, conditions and technical guarantee parameters, reviewing and steering projects through risk governance 
process, monitoring projects at risk, providing commercial support to projects at risk, preparing commercial 
settlement and mediation presentations, developing case arguments from legal and technical knowledge, 
preparing referral documentation, and developing the risk control process in the UK through preventative 
measures.

Prior to joining MWH Treatment, Steve worked in various locations which included France and Australia. 

OUR PEOPLEMeet
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SPOTLIGHT
Dick Dei Puts On His Hard Hat One 
Last Time
MWH Constructors would like to recognize Dick Dei 
for all the hard work, dedication and success he has 
brought to our company. Dick is entering the next 
phase of his career – Retirement.

Dick joined MWH Constructors in 2009 
as senior project manager on the Thomas 
P. Smith Water Reclamation Project in 
Tallahassee, FL. Over the past two years 
he has served as senior project manager on 
a Wastewater Rehabilitation Project and the Palm 
Beach Water Treatment Plant #2 Filter Replacement 
Project located in Florida. Prior to joining MWH 
Constructors he was a senior manager at Doosan 
Hydrotechnology where he worked on an RO Facility 
in Brisbane, Australia, as well as traveled throughout 
Indonesia, Korea, and Japan. 

Dick developed a passion for the construction 
industry during the summer of his first two years 
in college when he worked as a line and grade 
surveyor for a civil contractor. The company gave 
him the opportunity to advance to supervisor and, 
consequently, he postponed his college education to 
pursue a career in industrial construction.

In 1965, he was hired by Randolph Engineering, a 
Pittsburgh firm that specialized in industrial plant 
expansions and new installations throughout the 
continental US. Over the next twenty years, as a 
senior manager, he had the chance to estimate, 
negotiate contracts and manage plant installations in 
many industrial sectors. 

In 1986, The Hardaway Company offered him the 
position of vice president and manager of operations 
of their Industrial and Waste Water Division located 
in Tampa, FL. During his eleven year tenure with 
Hardaway, he expanded his water and wastewater 
experience. Dick’s commitment to safety, quality of 
work and his team has resonated on all his projects.  

“The great thing about the construction 
industry is that it almost always leaves 
something tangible that can be admired and 
observed long after completion,” says Dick 
of his projects. “It also often provides the 

opportunity to meet some incredibly smart and 
innovative individuals.” 

Dick has been a mentor to many young people in 
the industry, but he also talks about the importance 
of his own mentors. During his time with Randolph 
Engineering, George Gerrick and Bob Shaw, president 
and vice president, were two people who not only 
provided him with the schooling and guidance in their 
respective industries, but also provided examples 
of the importance of flawless professional and 
business standards. The most significant influence 
is undoubtedly his German father who provided him 
with the work ethic that he attributes to his success.

When Dick hangs his hard hat up for the last 
time, he plans on 
spending his time 
going to more Tampa Bay 
Ray games, golfing, and 
taking private pilot lessons 
– something he’s always wanted to try.

MWH Constructors wishes Dick the best in his 
retirement and thanks him for all he has done not 
only for our company, but for the industry.

Employee

®
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